Questionnaire
It might be because of the problems that we are having with our communication to you that the response to the questionnaire has been quite poor. So far our return rate is only 14%. I would like to report on the questionnaire more fully when we have had more responses, but there are already some interesting results, showing that while the majority of respondents (81.6%) value the ICS for educational opportunities and study events, many of you are unable to attend due to lack of study time and funds. Some of the respondents have requested more nursing and AHP sessions at the ICS study days, and this sort of information is important to the ICS if we are to shape events in future to meet your needs. Many of the respondents are also members of the British Association of Critical Care Nurses (BACCN) (50%) and Royal College of Nurses (RCN) (45%), and further collaborative ventures with these organisations need to be considered and developed with the ICS. We can also investigate collaboration with other professional organisations such as those affiliated with technicians, physiotherapists and transplant coordinators, to name a few.
Another important issue that has been fed back is your desire to have the profile of N&AHPs raised within the ICS. If we are to do this we need to work together to establish how this can be achieved and sustained and I would value meeting with members to get your ideas. To that end we have arranged a lunch-time forum for those of you who will be attending the 'State of the Art' meeting in London. The forum will be held on Monday 15th December 2008 in meeting room A at 13:00-14:00 hr; lunch and refreshments will be provided. I would love to see you there to discuss the way forward for nurses and allied health professionals in the ICS. If you aren't able to attend the State of the Art Meeting you can still get involved by completing the questionnaire if you haven't already done so, or you can contact me through the ICS via Pauline Kemp pauline@ics.ac.uk. 
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